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Celebrating 20 Years of Helping Children 
and Adults with Disabilities Lead More 

Independent Lives 

2018 Eric Fund Awardees

The Eric Fund Celebrates 20 Years and 
More than $200,000 in Assistive Device 
Donations to the Washington-Area 
Disability Community
A young boy with Down syndrome and autism will receive a communication device. A 
teenage boy with autism will receive an iPad that he can use at home and share with his twin 
who is also autistic. A young woman who is blind and has a brain development disorder will 
receive a standing walker. A woman whose multiple sclerosis has progressed will receive 
a stair lift allowing her to stay in her home. This is how The Eric Fund celebrated its 20th 
anniversary!

The Eric Fund is a Washington-based nonprofit organization that purchases needed but often 
expensive assistive technology that helps children and adults with disabilities live on their 
own terms in their communities. “It’s exciting and still hard to believe that The Eric Fund 
is 20 years old. We have now surpassed the $200,000 level of assistive equipment purchased 
and delivered to 92 people in the Washington, DC, metro area. The technology and devices 
are vital to our applicants who strive to live with greater independence. Eric Fund supporters 
make a significant difference in their lives,” said Mary Hanley, president of The Eric Fund. 

Founded in 1998, The Eric Fund’s mission is inspired by the memory of Eric Savader who 
died from cancer in 1997 and who worked on behalf of several disability causes. 

Please read on to hear the compelling stories of the 2018 Eric Fund award recipients and 
past awardees. 

Dear Friends of The Eric Fund:

Twenty years and we’re just getting started!  After 
two decades working to contribute to greater 
independence for people with disabilities in the 
Washington metro area, The Eric Fund continues 
to grow and is more committed than ever to our 
mission. 

Thanks to you, we have awarded more than 
$16,000 this year to purchase essential assistive 
equipment for four amazing people.  The awards 
include a communication device, an iPad with 
specialized applications, a standing walker and  
a stair lift. 

Our mission is to level the playing field for people 
with disabilities by providing assistive technol-
ogy that will enable greater independence in 
their daily lives. The Eric Fund steps in to help 
when applicants have exhausted every other 
avenue of support, whether through insurance, 
the workplace, school or family resources. And 
we see the impact of these awards reach beyond 
our applicants to their families, fellow students, 
friends, teachers and colleagues. 

Twenty years ago, we had one recipient and  
our newsletter was only a page long. Today, 92 
recipients later and nearly $210,000 in donated 
equipment, we are the same small band of  
volunteers committed as ever to our mission. We 
hope you will continue to support this important 
work for another 20 years, and share our story 
with your family and friends. 

From all of us at The Eric Fund, we hope you enjoy 
the holiday season knowing you have helped 
provide greater independence and a better life  
to someone richly deserving of your support. 

Sincerely,

Mary F. Hanley 
President, The Eric Fund
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     Natalie Chirinos is a 15-year-old girl who is blind and has Dandy-Walker Syndrome, a disability 
that affects muscle coordination. Because she has difficulty standing safely without the assistance of 
a physical therapist, she is home-schooled by her grandmother, whose second language is English. 
Because of these numerous challenges, Natalie receives around-the-clock personal care. Her Support 
Coordinator in Prince William County reached out to The Eric Fund to help her apply for a standing 
walker – a device not covered by insurance – which would help Natalie transition safely from a sitting 
to standing position at home, an important “first step” toward performing this task independently and 
voluntarily. Being able to stand on her own will also help preserve Natalie’s existing range of motion. 
     “The Eric Fund is providing Natalie with the first piece of technology that she has ever had that 
will help her have some control over her actions and do something independently,” her support coor-
dinator said. “It may seem like nothing, but to Natalie it has a hugely positive impact on her quality 
of life.”

2018 Awardees
     Jake Jaffe is a kind, loving 11-year-old boy who has Down syndrome and autism spectrum dis-
order. The combination of these disabilities makes communication the most challenging issue that 
Jake confronts daily. He has challenges expressing himself verbally, and is only able to use two-word 
sentences to express his needs. Jake has difficulty connecting with other children because he doesn’t 
have the words to engage in social interactions. 
     Jake tried a variety of augmentative communication devices (AAC) but as his mom and speech 
pathologist observed him independently navigating the buttons on the Tobii Dynavox Indi, it was 
clear that that was the device he “clicked” with. They looked on as he became animated and excited, 
and interested in learning more.  
     The Jaffes learned about The Eric Fund by word-of-mouth from another family whose son had 
previously received a life-changing AAC device. They applied for partial funding, to cover the cost 
of the device that insurance wouldn’t cover, and were thrilled to learn that they had been chosen to 
receive it. 
     “The Eric Fund is truly a wonderful organization and we really, really appreciate all that you have 
done for us,” said Jake’s mom, Chiara. 
     “The device has made such a big difference in Jake’s life with respect to his ability to communicate 
with his teachers and peers.  I read the [Eric Fund] newsletter as well, and it was so wonderful to see 
the huge impact that the funding has had on other people who needed assistive devices.”

Jake Jaffe

Natalie Chirinos

 

Ammar Walcott

     Ammar Walcott is the older of two autistic twins who just celebrated their 18th birthday. (He is 
also one of six children!) His autism primary affects his communication skills resulting in the need for 
a high level of support to participate in social and functional activities.  
     Ammar attends high school as part of a certificate program, where he receives special education, 
occupational therapy and speech therapy services. A visual learner, he has had success in school using 
an iPad, where visual applications like Boardmaker Online and ChoiceBoard Creator provide the 
visual and auditory cues that are most effective in getting him to “use his words” to express his needs.    
     These programs enable Ammar to access visual communication boards that help guide his verbal 
output. They also provide things like checklists, visual schedules and timers, which all help promote 
independence with completion of functional tasks like meal prep, cleaning and working tasks.
     The Eric Fund is pleased to award Ammar his own iPad (and necessary apps) for use at home so 
that he can have continuity from school to home, a necessary component of his path toward increased 
independence. His mother was effusive with her appreciation, and loved the timing – he received his 
iPad so near his birthday, it felt like a birthday gift. “This is a real gift for Ammar,” she said, “and the 
ability to communicate better with Ammar is a gift for our entire family.” 
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     When Ngozi Tabbs learned more than three years ago that she had multiple sclerosis (MS), the 
diagnosis was difficult to process. As a social worker assisting people in Washington, DC, living with 
mental illness and homelessness, Ngozi (pronounced “Ann-ga-zee”) was a fierce and compassionate 
advocate for the people she worked with, and now had to advocate for herself as she navigated a new 
chapter in her life. 
     But for Ngozi, who put herself through college for both her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees as a 
single mom, “no” or “can’t” was not an option. She was determined to get the expensive equipment she 
needed.
     When the stairs in her southern Maryland home became difficult to use and she experienced several 
falls, Ngozi looked for funding to install a stair lift in her home for more than two years. After the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society (NMSS) pledged $1,500, Ngozi applied for an Eric Fund grant 
for the remainder of the more than $9,000 still needed for the stair lift. Due to extra funds raised the 
year prior, The Eric Fund board approved additional funding for Ngozi, with the remainder raised by 
the generous donors at The Eric Fund 20th Anniversary celebration in September (see page 4), which 
Ngozi attended with her daughter.
     Thanks to the generosity of The Eric Fund and its supporters in partnership with NMSS, Ngozi’s 
stair lift is completely funded. Her custom stair lift is being manufactured and will be installed soon. 
“I’m just so excited to get the equipment needed to assist me to keep me in my home,” she said.
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WHEREAre They Now?

James Aliban is a 15-year-old boy who has endured two open-heart surgeries, a bone marrow transplant,  
and is in remission from leukemia. He also has hearing loss in both ears and limited verbalization skills. The 
communication technology that he was using was helping but progress was very slow. It was recommended 
that a device dedicated solely to communication was necessary. The Prentke Romich Company manufactures 
the costly device that could help James. The Eric Fund worked with the company to reduce the price and 
raised extra funds in a special appeal to our generous supporters. 
James’s father, Anastacio, told us that James “started saying more words, phrases and some sentences with his 
communication device. With some prompting and guidance, he uses his device to communicate better. James 
will say words that are unintelligible but with his device, one can understand him.”  He says he is very grateful 
to The Eric Fund and hopeful “that James’s language and communication will continue to improve by consis-
tently using the device.”

Francis Dwyer is a 28-year-old young man with Down syndrome who lives in Virginia. Francis received an 
iPad, specialized applications and Google calendar in 2017, devices intended to help him progress toward 
living with greater independence in his community. Francis’ s family has worked with him to integrate the iPad 
into his daily life by transferring his printed schedule to his iPad and Google calendar on his phone. As he has 
grown more comfortable with the technology, Francis has developed “an overall feeling of ownership and  
accomplishment of his daily life,” according to his mother, Jeanne. 
The specialized applications provide Francis with both visual and audio reminders of his daily schedule and 
tasks as well as easy-to-follow steps that help him remember what items he needs for work and recreation. 
Francis has a job as a bagger at Safeway, interns at Holy Cross Hospital and at Mother of God Catholic School. 
He also participates in Special Olympics bowling. His mother told us that they are very grateful to The Eric 
Fund because the iPad and applications “allow Francis to live more independently than ever before!”

Here is an update on some of our past Eric Fund award 
winners and what they are up to today.

Emilia is a nine-year-old from Northern Virginia who received a new wheelchair and car seat from The Eric 
Fund in 2017. Emilia, who has cerebral palsy, epilepsy as well as physical and intellectual disabilities, had out-
grown her adaptive stroller to the point it was negatively impacting her posture. Emilia’s mother, Valeria said, 
“The wheelchair has been a real blessing for all of us. It fits perfectly in our car so we can take it anywhere we 
go. She uses it to go to school and it’s basically everything for Emilia. We are very thankful to The Eric Fund.”  
Emilia’s parents donated her old adaptive stroller that was in good condition to another family.

Ngozi Tabbs
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The Eric Fund Flyer is produced by The Eric C. Savader Memorial Disabilities Fund (d/b/a The Eric Fund), a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization  
dedicated to assisting persons with disabilities in the metropolitan Washington, DC area to be more independent.

The Eric Fund Board:  Honorary Chairman: John D. Kemp; President & Treasurer: Mary F. Hanley; Vice President: Heidi Kurtz Walters; 
Vice President & Secretary: Lisa Stockmann Karp; Directors: Caroline Daggitt, D. Michael Murray, Susan Reese, Ruth Rodgers, Barbara Savader Cohen,   
Scott J. Savader, M.D., Sarah Watkins

The Eric Fund, P.O. Box 65188, Washington, DC  20035-5188. Online: www.ericfund.org  E-mail: info@ericfund.org

Copyright © 2018  The Eric Fund

Help us make a difference in the lives of people with disabilities with a gift  
to The Eric Fund. We put your donation to work by providing much-needed 
equipment and assistive technology to children and adults with disabilities  
in the Washington, DC area. We are an all-volunteer organization, so your  
donation goes to programs, not overhead.
Your contribution could make a significant difference in someone’s life!

[   ]   YES!  I want to help provide much-needed technology to people  
with disabilities

Donation Amount:   ___ $25   ___ $50   ___ $100   ___ $500    Other: $______ 
or donate online at www.ericfund.org

Name: 

Address: 

City:    State:    Zip: 

Phone:    E-mail: 

How did you hear about us? 

Please make checks payable to The Eric Fund and mail to:
The Eric Fund, P.O. Box 65188, Washington, DC 20035-5188 or donate
online at www.ericfund.org

And don’t forget to keep a record of your donation. It’s tax deductible!

Support The Eric Fund

Eric Fund Celebrates 20th Anniversary at National Press Club
     More than 100 Eric Fund friends joined us on Sept. 27 at the National Press Club for our 20th Anniversary Celebration 
and annual silent auction which raised more than $28,000 to continue our mission of providing assistive technology for 
children and adults with disabilities in the Washington, DC, metro area.
     Honorary Chairman John D. Kemp reflected on the number of people The Eric Fund has assisted in 20 years and shared 
a moving and comical tribute capturing Eric Savader’s passion and incredible sense of humor. Eric Fund President Mary 
Hanley thanked everyone for their generous support over the years and marveled that our all-volunteer organization was 
marking two decades of making a difference.  
     Eric Fund friends dined on passed hors d’oeuvres and enjoyed a carving station, pasta bar, and a 20th anniversary cake 
while bidding on auction items including sports memorabilia, restaurant and service experiences, museum memberships, 
wine, jewelry, and a rental home on Martha’s Vineyard.
     A big THANK YOU to all of our Eric Fund supporters who shared this special evening with us and donated so generously 
to our mission and to the numerous sponsors who donated auction items. Special thanks to friends who could not attend 
but made a special 20th anniversary donation and to Mary, Heidi Kurtz Walters and Sarah Watkins for all of their work on 
the event.

Choose The Eric Fund 
as your Amazon Smile organization 

to help us raise extra funds!
Find us under 

The Eric C. Savader Memorial Disabilities Fund

The DC City Council honored The 
Eric Fund with a resolution in 
November recognizing its “many 
contributions to people with dis-
abilities in the Washington metro-
politan area; and congratulates it 
on its 20th anniversary.”

The Eric Fund is proud to receive 
this recognition from the DC 
City Council and wants to thank 
At-large Council Member Elissa 
Silverman for sponsoring the 
resolution.

DC CITY COUNCIL HONORS 
THE ERIC FUND

Donate Online

The Eric Fund

@TheEricFund

Connect with Us!
www.ericfund.org




